field"
in commanding money, which I believe was true in a certain degree, though in the instance he gave he was by no means correct. He told me that he had sold a novel for four hundred pounds. This was hia "Vicar of Wakefield." But Johnson informed me, that he had made the bargain for Goldsmith, and the price waa aixty pounds. " And, Sir, (said he,) a sufficient price too, when it was sold; for then the fame of Goldsmith had not been elevated, as it afterwards was, by his 'Traveller ;' and die bookseller had such faint hopes of profit by his bargain, that he kept the manuscript by him a long time, and did not publish it till after the ' Traveller' had appeared. Then, to be sure, it was accidentally worth more money."
Mrs. Piozzi1 and Sir John Hawkins2 have strangely mis-stated the history of Goldsmith's situation and Johnson's friendly interference, when this novel was sold. I shall give it authentically from Johnson's own exact narration :
" I received one morning a message from poor Goldsmith that he was in great distress, and as it was not in his power to come to me, begging that I would come to him as soon as possible. I sent him a guinea, and promised to come to him directly. I accordingly went as soon as I was drest, and found
mistake as to this anecdote, though I hiul It from n Dignitary of the church. Dr. Isaac Goldsmith, hie nonr relation, was Dean of Cloyne, In 1747,
1 Anecdotes of Johnson, p. 119,
9 Life of Johnson, p, 410,